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ACTION PM-04 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO L-03 JUSE-00 SCA-01 SCSE-00 
CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 /028 W 

192003Z 010221/41 

R 191031Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
INFO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 9588 
SECDEF/ISA/FMRA WASHDC 

UNCLAS ATHENS 2520 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, GR, US 

SUBJECT: LITIGATION UPDATE GOGOS V US AND PATSAS 

FOL RECVD MAR 19 FM 7206 ABG HELLENIKON AB GR DTD 181330Z MAR 77 
ADDRESSED FOR ACTION CSAF INFO FOR CINCUSAFE, AAFES GEN COUNSEL MUNIC 
H 

US EMBASSY ATHENS GR/POL-MIL AND JUSMAGG ATHENS GR/JUSCH 
IS HEREWITH REPEATED FOR YOUR INFO 

SUB J : LITIGATION UPDATE-GOGOS V US AND PATSAS 
REF: (A) OUR 081315Z MAR 77 MSG 

(B) AMEBASSY, ATHENS 1 1 1600Z MAR 77 MSG (C) 

(C) HQ AAFES 161943Z MAR 77 MSG 

THE AMEBASSY, ATHENS, HAS APPROACHED THE GREEK FOREIGN 
MINISTRY (MFA) SEEKING RESOLUTION OF THE INDIGENOUS 
DRIVER IMPASSE. ALTHOUGH THE GREEK MFA DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF 
EUROPEAN AND AMERICAN AFFAIRS APPEARS TO APPRECIATE THE 
US POSITION (REF B), A DIPLOMATIC SOLUTION WILL NOT BE 
EFFECTED IN TIME TO AVOID THE TRIAL SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, 

22 MAR 77. THEREFORE, IT APPEARS THAT THE LAWSUIT AND THE 
LARGER INDIGENOUS DRIVER ISSUE MUST BE VIEWED AND RESOLVED 
SEPARATELY. 

A. LAWSUIT. THE AMEBASSY DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT A PRE- 
TRIAL SETTLEMENT (REF C) WOULD JEOPARDIZE THE US POSITION 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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ON THE INDIGENOUS DRIVER ISSUE. FURTHER, UNLESS THE CASE 
IS SETTLED, THE AAFES EMPLOYEE DEFENDANT WILL HAVE TO APPEAR 
AT TRIAL. ALTHOUGH HE COULD REQUEST A DELAY ON A RESPONDEAT 
SUPERIOR ARGUMENT, THE AMEBASSY GREEK ATTORNEY DOUBTS THAT A 
POSTPONEMENT WOULD BE GRANTED. IF THE EMPLOYEE DEFENDANT 
FAILS TO APPEAR, HE WILL SUFFER A DEFAULT JUDGMENT AND AN 
ORDER OF ATTACHMENT WILL BE IS SUED APPROXIMATELY 10 DAYS 
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AFTER TRIAL. 

B. DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS. THE AMEBASSY APPROACH TO THE GREEK 
MFA HAS RESULTED IN ORAL CONFIRMATION THAT AN INTERIM 
ARRANGEMENT TO SETTLE INDIGENOUS DRIVER CLAIMS WAS IN EFFECT 
DURING 1973-74, BUT THAT THIS UNDERSTANDING WAS ONLY 
TEMPORARY TO RESOLVE THEN-PENDING CASES THE MFA HAS 
NOW UNDERTAKEN A REVIEEW OF THE ENTIRE MATTER AND WILL 
PROVIDE AMEBASSY A FORMAL POSITION. SHOULD THIS POSITION 
FAIL TO RESOLVE THE IMPASSE, IT WOULD SERVE AS A BASIS 
FOR HIGHER-LEVEL REPRESENTATIONS. ALTHOUGH AMEBASSY 
CONSIDERED IMMEDIATE PREPARATION OF A NOTE VERBALE, THE 
LESS FORMAL APPROACH HAS RECENTLY PROVEN QUITE EFFECTIVE 
IN RESOLVING COMPLEX AND LONG-STANDING DIPLOMATIC ISSUES. 
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